
 

Guest Speakers & Resource Persons 

   

1 

Ms. A. Dhanalakshmi 
Joint Secretary (Chief Guest — Inauguration) 
Department of Science & Technology (DST), Technology Bhavan, New Mehrauli Road, New Delhi – 110 016 
Email: a.dhanlakshmi@gov.in / a.dhanlakshmi@nic.in 
Expertise: National science policy, climate change programmes, women in science initiatives 

   

2 

Shri D. Mahesh Kumar, IFS 
Course Coordinator & Director, CDM; Deputy Director (Sr.), LBSNAA 
LBSNAA, Government of India, Mussoorie, Uttarakhand – 248179 
 Email: kt231@lbsnaa.gov.in / kt231@ifs.nic.in 
Expertise: Disaster management, climate resilience, forest ecosystem management 

   

3 

Dr. Akhilesh Gupta 
Former Secretary, SERB & Former Senior Adviser 
Department of Science & Technology (DST), Government of India, New Delhi – 110016 
Email: gakhilesh2008@gmail.com 
Expertise: Climate science policy, national climate action plans, science-policy interface 

   

4 

Shri R.R. Rashmi, IAS (retd.) 
Distinguished Fellow, TERI; Former Chief Secretary, Government of Manipur 
The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI), Darbari Seth Block, Core 6C, India Habitat Centre, Lodhi Road, 

New Delhi – 110 003 
Email: rr.rashmi@teri.res.in 
Expertise: Natural resource management, climate adaptation strategies, ecosystem services, indigenous knowledge 

systems 

   

5 

Ms. Aakriti Wanchoo 
Vice President, Climate Resilience 
IORA Ecological Solutions Pvt. Ltd., 635–636, GF, Lane No. 3, Westend Marg, Garden of Five Senses Road, 

Saidulajab Village, New Delhi – 110030 
Email: aakriti@ioraecological.com / info@ioraecological.com 
Expertise: Green entrepreneurship, sustainable business models, climate-resilient livelihoods, NTFP value chains 

   

6 

Prof. H.C. Pokhriyal 
Former Executive Director, School of Open Learning; Visiting Professor, IIT Roorkee 
University of Delhi & IIT Roorkee, Roorkee, Uttarakhand – 247667 
Email: hcpokhriyal@gmail.com / profhcpokhriyal@gmail.com 
Expertise: Participatory rural development, community engagement, climate adaptation planning, adult education 

for rural development 

   

7 

Shri Pradeep Kumar Jena, IAS (retd.) 
Former Chief Secretary, Govt. of Odisha; Chairperson, OERC, Bhubaneswar 
Odisha Electricity Regulatory Commission (OERC), Plot No.4, Chunokoli, Shailashree Vihar, 

Chandrasekharpur, Bhubaneswar – 751021 
Email: pkj364@yahoo.com 
Expertise: Disaster risk reduction, community-driven governance, zero-casualty disaster approach 

   

 

8 

Dr. Ch. Srinivasa Rao 
Director 
ICAR–Indian Agriculture Research Institute (IARI), Pusa Campus, New Delhi – 110012 
Email: cherukumalli2011@gmail.com / director@iari.res.in 
Expertise: Climate-smart agriculture, crop diversification, soil health, agricultural policy 

   



9 

Prof. R. Pradeep Kumar 
Director 
CSIR–Central Building Research Institute (CBRI), Ministry of Science & Technology, GoI, Roorkee – 247 

667 
Email: ramancharla@cbri.res.in / director@cbri.res.in 
Expertise: Disaster-resilient construction, earthquake engineering, infrastructure safety, climate-proof building 

technologies 

   

10 

Shri Upendra Tripathy, IAS (retd.) 
Former Director General, International Solar Alliance; Former Secretary, MNRE, GoI 
International Solar Alliance, New Delhi 
Email: utripathy@gmail.com 
Expertise: Solar energy policy, international climate cooperation, renewable energy deployment, energy access 

   

11 

Ms. Deep Jagdip Contractor, IFS 
Deputy Director (Senior) 
Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of Administration, Government of India, Mussoorie, Uttarakhand 
Email: kt241@ifs.nic.in 
Expertise: Forestry, gender & climate action, community-based adaptation, IFS field experience 

   

12 

Dr. Marcella D'Souza 
Founder Director 
Watershed Organisation Trust (WOTR) Centre for Resilience Studies (W-CReS), 2nd Floor, 'The Forum', 

Padmavati Corner, Pune Satara Road, Pune – 411 009 
Email: director.wcres@wotr.org 
Expertise: Watershed management, participatory approaches, community water governance, climate adaptation 

   

13 

Mr. Reuben Gergan 
Project Manager, TEEB 
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), India Office, 55, Lodhi Estate, New Delhi – 110003 
Email: reuben.gergan@un.org 
Expertise: TEEB framework implementation, ecosystem services valuation, green economy policy 

   

14 

Dr. Alka Bhargava, IFS (retd.) 
Senior Policy Advisor, TEEB 
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), India Office, 55, Lodhi Estate, New Delhi – 110003 
Email: alka.bhargava@un.org 
Expertise: International environmental economics, natural capital accounting, TEEB policy advisory 

   

15 
Dr. Nimai Das 
Associate Professor 
Indian Institute of Forest Management (IIFM), Bhopal  

 

 

16 
Dr. Himanshu Joshi 
Scientist 
Govind Ballabh Pant National Institute of Himalayan Environment (NIHE), Almora 

   

17 

Mr. Ravi Chandra 
PAGE Technical Expert 
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), India Office, 55, Lodhi Estate, New Delhi – 110003 
Email: rchandra2908@gmail.com 
Expertise: Green economy technical support, PAGE implementation, sustainability transitions 

 

18 

Dr. Sekar Kasi 
Former Registrar & Senior Professor of PSW 
Dept. of Psychosocial Support in Disaster Management (DPSSDM), NIMHANS, Bengaluru – 560029 
Email: sekarkasi@gmail.com 
Expertise: Mental health in disasters, psychosocial support, stress management for professionals 

 



19 

Dr. Arijit Roy 
Scientist SG & Head, Disaster Management Sciences Department (DMSD) 
Indian Institute of Remote Sensing (IIRS), ISRO, Dept. of Space, GoI, 4, Kalidas Road, Dehradun – 248 001 
Email: arijitroy@iirs.gov.in 
Expertise: Remote sensing for disaster management, GIS applications, climate risk mapping, space technology for 

resilience 

 

20 

Dr. Sudeshna Chatterjee 
Programme Director–Research (Sustainable Cities & Transport) 
WRI India Ross Center, WRI India, 1st Floor, Godrej & Boyce Premises, Gasworks Lane, Lalbaug, Parel, 

Mumbai – 400012 
Email: Sudeshna.Chatterjee@wri.org 
Expertise: Climate change & green growth for resilient cities, sustainable urban mobility 

 

21 

Shri Bagadi Gautham, IAS 
Professor (Public Administration) 
Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of Administration, Government of India, Mussoorie, Uttarakhand 
Email: bagadi.gautham@ias.nic.in 
Expertise: Public administration, governance, policy implementation, climate action planning 

 

   

 


